Ravenstein’s ‘laws’ of Migration



Background

 Formulated by Ernst
Georg Ravenstein

— Originally from
Frankfurt, Germany

— Made his
observations based

on migration to the
United Kingdom

 Published in 1885




1. Most migration is over short
distances

CURRENTS OF MIGRATION.

Some of the world’s more impaortant
current migration routes
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2. Migration occurs in steps
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3. Long-range migrants usually move
to urban areas

@
City bound
Percentage of
world population
living in cities i i

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2010 2020 2030 2040°

SOURCE: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division *Projected RICH CLABAUGH/STAFF



4. Each migration produces a
movement in the opposite direction

e Although not necessarily in the same volume

Greatest Domestic In- and Out-Migration Metro Areas, 2011-2012

Circles are sized by number of migrants to or from each metro area. Red indicates out-migration;
blue indicates in-migration.
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5. Rural dwellers are more migratory
than urban dwellers

Still true?



6. Within their own country females

are more migratory than males, but

males are more migratory over long
distances

“Out of 309 million internal migrants, 70.7 per cent
are women (218 million) (Census of India 2001).”
- UNICEF Report on India Internal Migratory Patterns



7. Most migrants are adults
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FIGURE 10-1: Rates of Migration by Age: United States, 1975 - 1980




8. Large towns grow more by
migration than by natural increase
ZUSGS

sclence for a changing world

Las Vegas: A Landsat Satellite Perspective

Las Vegas, Nevada is the fastest growing major metropolitan community in the United States. A unique perspective
on that growth is available because of the U.S. Geological Survey’s 35 years of Landsat satellite acquisitions.
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9. Migration increases with economic
development

Annual Legal Immigration to the USA - 1820-2010

With 10-year moving average (red line)
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10. Migration is mostly due to
economic causes
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