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Unit 2: Research Methods
Ethics in Psychological Research
· Ethics: 
· The methods of conduct/standards for proper and responsible behavior among psychological researchers
· In 1992, the American Psychological Association (A.P.A.) published a series of ethical principles regarding the collection, storage, and use of psychological data
· Ethical Principles in Psychology (A.P.A.):

· Psychologists must obtain informed consent of potential participants
· Participants must be protected from physical and psychological harm and discomfort
· Information about individual participants must be treated confidentially
· Deception may be used, only if no better alternative is available; under no circumstance is there deception about (negative) aspects that might influence a participant’s willingness to participate
· Psychologists must fully debrief participants afterward, explaining the purpose(s) of the research, and any deception afterward
· In research at most colleges/universities, research proposals must first be screened by an “Institutional Review Board,” determining whether or not they are meeting ethical standards
· *Animal Research:
· Clear purpose
· Must be treated humanely
· Must be acquired legally
· Least amount of suffering possible
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