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A.P. Psychology

Unit 2: Research Methods
“Creating an Experiment”

Psychologists often seek to answer a variety of questions through scientific research.  Beginning with a question, they must form a hypothesis, elect a research method, examine and conclude upon their results, and finally establish a theory.  Psychologists may choose to conduct an experiment, over other methods of research, in situations where increased researcher control is more beneficial.  Through experimentation, the researcher may better control the situation, and decrease the possibility that outside factors will influence the results.

Assignment:
Create a hypothetical psychological experiment that seeks to answer a question(s) that you may have.  You may use your textbook (pgs. 30-43).
*Describe the method of your experiment, and include/identify the following:
1. Question

2. Hypothesis

3. Independent Variable

4. Dependent Variable

5. Experimental Group

6. Control Group
*Answer the following questions:

7. In what way may the researcher and/or participants create a self-fulfilling prophecy?
8. In order to avoid a self-fulfilling prophecy, adapt your experiment into either a single-blind or double-blind experiment.  How would you do this?
9. Is there a risk of a placebo effect?
10. Is there a risk of your study being unethical?  Why or why not?  If so, how could you adapt your study, for it to meet the ethical standards of the A.P.A. (see textbook pgs. 40-42)?

Grading:

This assignment will be worth 20 points.
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